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Minister was General Botha, who had been Commander-
in-chief of the Boer armies that fought against us.

South Africa differs from the other Dominions in one
important respect. In the other three the majority of the
inhabitants are of European descent. This does not mean
of British origin only. In Canada, in addition to the
three million French Canadians, who still use the speech
and practise the religion of their French ancestors, there
are many immigrants from northern Europe and from
the United States. But in South Africa not only are the
inhabitants of Dutch descent equal in numbers to the
British, but British and Dutch together are in a minority
in a population that is mainly African. They are careful,
however, to exclude natives and Asiatics from any share
in the government of the Union, and if they are repre-
sented at all, it is by men who are not of their race.

In  addition to  these  self-governing  Dominions,  in
The addition to India, which is a continent rather than a
colonies.                there was a far-flung Colonial Empire, contain-

ing colonies and protectorates, and spheres of influence,
all alike in that they were situated in the tropics, where
existence is difficult for Europeans, and that, except for
a few officials, traders, or officers commanding native
troops, their inhabitants were coloured people, black,
brown, or yellow. This third Colonial Empire was enor-
mously increased in the last two decades of the nine-
teenth century by the acquisition, in Asia, of Upper
Burma and the greater part of Malaya, and, in Africa,
among other territories, of British East Africa and
Nigeria. But to neither the old colonies, such as those
in the West Indies, nor to the new was full responsible
government given. The inhabitants, it was argued, were
not yet capable of using it wisely; some might never
. be capable at all. So Great Britain was in the position,
not of a tyrant, but of a guardian or trustee, controlling